[Differential diagnosis of COPD from asthma].
COPD and asthma share common features such as chronic airway inflammation and remodeling and chronic airflow obstruction, while they involve numbers of differences. The differential diagnosis of these disorders is important, because they differ in preferred treatment and prognosis. It is usually easy based on the characteristic history and physiological findings, but may sometimes be difficult especially in the elderly. The precise understanding of these disorders is therefore very essential.